In the aftermath of the Arab uprising in 2011 and with the escalation of conflict and tension in the region, peace and water sufficiency are undoubtedly among the most important issues to resolve. The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) is one of the most water-contested regions in the world. The World Bank (2007) estimates that with present population growth, per capita water availability may decrease up to 50% in 2050. Climate change is likely to increase water scarcity and produce more erratic rainfall and recurrent drought (Tolba and Saab 2009) . Consequently, food production may be in jeopardy since about 85% of freshwater withdrawal in the MENA region is used for agricultural production (Barghouti, 2010) .
Advancing knowledge about the hydrology-peace nexus requires interdisciplinary collaboration. In this regard, the Hydrological Sciences Journal (HSJ) provides an ideal platform for publishing cross-disciplinary research. We hope that this special section of HSJ will be of interest for both scholars and practitioners concerned with the promotion of sustainable peace and efficient water management, as well as for other social groups interested in the MENA.
The special section brings together six papers on hydrology and peace in the Middle East. The first three papers address the critical interplay between water management and peacebuilding. By combining theories from transboundary water management and peacebuilding, Karin Aggestam and Anna Sundell analyse the transboundary water project, the Red Sea-Dead Sea Water Conveyance, and assess its peace-promoting potential. Based on a broad range of theories and empirical examples, the next article by Ashok Swain concludes that carefully planned interventions in the water sector may significantly contribute to post-conflict peacebuilding. Josepha Wessels uses a Boardgame Exercise to observe and analyse human behaviour and water cooperation in the Jordan River Basin, highlighting the importance of identities and perceptions in water management.
The last three papers are concerned with strategies on how to mitigate water scarcity. Anders Jägerskog and Kyungmee Kim assess what effects, if any, the evolving pattern of land investments and acquisitions by Middle Eastern countries in Africa have on reducing immediate pressures from transboundary water resources. Ronny Berndtsson et al. revisit traditional water management techniques and underline that they have important roles to play, such as raising societal awareness in the field of agricultural irrigation. The last paper by Itay Fischhendler et al. explores the sustainability-security nexus and evaluates the effect of Israeli security concerns on environmental infrastructure designed to treat wastewater in the West Bank.
We would like to acknowledge our sincere appreciation and excellent collaboration with the HSJ co-editor, Professor Demetris Koutsoyiannis, and the HSJ editorial manager, Frances Watkins. Many thanks also to the contributing authors and the broad team of reviewers who have provided critical input, which significantly improved the articles.
